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sociation. They have taken the constitu- 
tional step required. They have presented 
a petition to the officers of the Association. 
The president of the Association has, ac- 
cording to the constitution, appointed a 
committee to consider that petition. The 
committee was appointed; the petition has 



been considered and the committee reports 
favorably upon it. 

Dr. Andrews: I move that the report 
be accepted and adopted. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Thereupon, on motion, the meeting was 
adjourned. 



LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS 



The holding of the regular annual meet- 
ing of the League in connection with the 
midwinter meeting of the A. L. A. was re- 
sumed this year. Two sessions had been 
planned for, but the afternoon session was 
given up when it was discovered that a 
reconvening of the A. L. A.'s morning ses- 
sion was necessary. 

The single League session was there- 
fore called to order Friday evening, Janu- 
ary 2, 1920, in the LaSalle Hotel, Miss 
Julia A. Robinson of the Iowa Commission 
presiding, owing to Mr. Lowe's resigna- 
tion. About seventy-five were present and 
a roll call by states showed the presence 
of representatives of eighteen states: 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New York, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Ontario, South 
Dakota, Texas, and Wisconsin. 

Owing to the shift in programs and a 
consequent conflict of schedules, Dr. Bost- 
wick was unable to lead the expected dis- 
cussion concerning the library survey and 
the small library. 

• Mr. Matthew S. Dudgeon spoke briefly 
concerning the standing of the library in 
the community and its relation to in- 
creased appropriations. He made the point 
that library commission visitors have 
often failed to do effective work in local 
communities by restricting their activi- 
ties to conference with librarians and not 
dealing directly with the library trustees. 
He stated that now Wisconsin visitors 
take less interest in checking up detail 
work than in having real conferences with 
library boards on questions of making the 



library strong with the business men and 
appropriating bodies in the various com- 
munities. The common councils are more 
ready now to recognize the money values 
of libraries; some of them have even told 
library boards that increases would have 
been given before if a businesslike show- 
ing of definite results had been placed 
before them. 

At Mr. Dudgeon's request, Miss Vivian 
Little of the Watertown (Wis.) Public 
Library, told of the resolution of the li- 
brary board adopted by the common coun- 
cil that henceforth the librarian should 
be paid the same salary as the most high- 
ly paid high school teacher in the city 
schools. This was made a part of the per- 
manent schedules. 

As closely related to the salaries ques- 
tion, Mr. Brigham of Iowa raised the ques- 
tion of certification. Mr. Dudgeon stated 
that Wisconsin was working toward a 
standardization of salaries which would 
later mean a standardization of require- 
ments. Miss Robinson of Iowa spoke of 
the necessity of a publicity campaign on 
the need of certification. The plan adopt- 
ed by the Iowa Library Association and 
set forth in the November Library Jour- 
nal was briefly discussed, Miss Ahern ap- 
proving of the combination of ex officio 
and elective members. Mr. Dudgeon 
raised the point that the plan was extra- 
legal and could not be enforced if any 
board object. Miss Ahern felt that the 
acceptance of the plan by the Iowa Com- 
mission gave it a tentative legality and 
she also stated that the educative value of 
such a state plan was excellent. 
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Mr. Dudgeon asked for a discussion on 
the subject of response by town councils 
to the increased library needs. Nebraska, 
Minnesota, and Indiana reported a gener- 
ous tendency on the part of local authori- 
ties. Mr. Ranck of Michigan amused the 
League by telling of the effect of the en- 
forcement of the dry law. In Michigan a 
large percentage of penal fines go to the 
local library. The heavy fines mulcted 
from boot-leggers have helped a large 
number of libraries. At Monroe, Michi- 
gan, between Toledo and Detroit, so many 
men have been captured smuggling liquor 
from Ohio that the local library has a fund 
of $150,000. At this point Mr. Ranck 
yielded the floor to Miss Elizabeth Ronan 
of the Indiana Commission, who comes 
from Monroe, and who made enthusiastic 
remarks. 

Miss Rawson of Kentucky spoke of the 
good results to be obtained if Kentucky 
is successful in persuading the legislature, 
which meets soon, to adopt the Indiana 
Library law placing the power to fix libra- 
ry taxes in the hands of the local library 
boards. A county law has also been in- 
troduced in Kentucky. 

Mr. Dudgeon remarked that in Wiscon- 
sin and some other states constitutional 
provisions prevented tax rates being fixed 
by any but elected officials, thus barring 
appointed library boards from any power 
over rates. Miss Tyler asked for infor- 
mation as to results obtained from elected 
library boards, such as that in Minneap- 
olis, regarding whether they might not 
render as good service as appointed ones. 
No one present, however, seemed to have 
had any experience with elected boards. 

Mr. Dudgeon's motion was carried that 
a committee of three be appointed with 
Indiana, Kentucky and Iowa members, to 
investigate legal phases of the rights of 
appointed boards to fix tax rates. The 
president appointed as the committee, Mr. 
Hamilton, chairman, Miss Rawson, and 
Mr. Brigham. 

Mr. Locke, of the Toronto Public Libra- 
ry, spoke of the remarkable progress of 



the library movement in Ontario under 
the guidance of Mr. W. O. Carson, the 
provincial superintendent of libraries. The 
former Liberal government has just been 
overthrown by a combination party com- 
posed of the farmers and the working 
class people from the cities. The new so- 
called Farmer government has been very 
liberal with all educational institutions, in- 
cluding libraries. They aim at a broad 
cultural education for all classes of the 
people and have asked Messrs. Carson and 
Locke to prepare recommendations for the 
development of provincial library service. 
The maximum tax rate has been raised to 
meet the increased needs of local institu- 
tions. Mr. Locke also mentioned the plan 
under which attendance at various dis- 
trict library meetings in different parts of 
the province is obtained. Each library is 
eligible to a government subsidy to aid in 
its support. A noticeable part of this 
subsidy is withheld from libraries not 
having representatives at district library 
meetings. The attendance since this rul- 
ing went into effect is remarkable, and the 
spirit and enthusiasm in the service has 
increased decidedly both with librarians 
and trustees. 

Mr. Kerr of Emporia reported for Kan- 
sas, and Mr. Powers of Brookings for 
South Dakota, that the maximum tax rate 
was still satisfactory and that more coun- 
cils are granting it. Miss Lewis of South 
Dakota stated that her state, like Indiana, 
had a minimum rate below which authori- 
ties could not cut. Mrs. Earl of Indiana 
responded briefly to a request that she 
tell how the commission of which she is 
president succeeded in getting through 
the legislature twenty years ago a tax 
minimum that was fairly adequate. 

Miss Tyler suggested and Mrs. Earl 
endorsed a proposition to appoint a com- 
mittee of five from as many different 
states to sift the library laws (Mr. Brett's 
compilation issued by the Carnegie Cor- 
poration in 1916 was mentioned) and 
draw up a model law, the committee to 
make a preliminary report at the next 
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meeting. Mr. Watson put this into the 
form of a motion. 

Mr. Ranck of Grand Rapids spoke to 
this motion and called attention to the 
model library provision inserted in a 
model city charter some time since. Va- 
rious city authorities objected to the 
steady library income thus provided, but 
library people have been able to show 
that only with an assured dependable in- 
come could a strong and effective library 
organization be built up. He mentioned 
a recent election in Cadillac where the 
vote prevented giving to the library board 
the power of fixing library tax rates. The 
local library workers felt that despite 
their defeat, the educational effect of the 
campaign had been valuable. 

Miss Price of Illinois mentioned the to- 
tal limit set for all taxes in Illinois and 
Ohio, which results in the shaving down 
of each tax for any purpose so that all 
will fit within the fixed total. 

At the suggestion of the president, the 
discussion planned on county extension 
was deferred until the end of the meet- 
ing, and the business to come before the 
League was taken up. 

The secretary-treasurer's report was 
read. Two new commissions have been 
organized, that of British Columbia, with 
Mr. Herbert Killam of Victoria as secre- 
tary, and that of Oklahoma City, with 
Mrs. J. R. Dale as secretary. The Geor- 
gia and New Hampshire commissions 
hitherto have existed on paper, but neither 
has had an appropriation until the last 
session of the legislature. The new ap- 
propriation made possible real service. 
Georgia has called as secretary Miss Char- 
lotte Templeton, formerly of the Nebraska 
commission, and New Hampshire appoint- 
ed Miss Grace E. Kingsland, formerly with 
the Vermont commission. The Minnesota 
commission has been made a department 
in the office of the state superintendent 
of public instruction, though Miss Baldwin 
remains at the head of the work, while 
the North Dakota commission has been 
placed under the bureau of administration 



which controls all state educational and 
correctional institutions. The work of 
the commission is to be carried on by a 
"deputy librarian," who is Miss A. E. Pe- 
terson, formerly with the circulation de- 
partment of the New York Public Library. 
The League treasury holds $435.48 in cash 
and $250 in Liberty Loan bonds. 

The secretary presented a request from 
Miss Askew of the New Jersey commis- 
sion that a sectional meeting for eastern 
members of the League be arranged for 
the Atlantic City meeting of New York, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey librarians, 
which is to be held April 30-May 2. In 
view of the fact that so many librarians 
from all the coast states attend this meet- 
ing, Mrs. Earl moved that if the request 
should come as the constitution requires, 
from three of more states, a meeting be 
arranged for and the president be in- 
structed to attend at the expense of the 
League. The motion was carried. 

The committee (Mr. Hamilton and Miss 
Price) appointed at Asbury Park to draft 
an amendment to the constitution to pro- 
vide for individual memberships, reported 
that the constitution provided for a 
League of Commissions, not of commis- 
sion workers. This was so firmly im- 
bedded in the constitution that any change 
other than one of reducing dues was im- 
practicable. Therefore it was recom- 
mended that the dues be reduced to $2.00, 
so as to be payable by individuals whose 
states refuse to assume the indebtedness. 
The amendment proposed was refused the 
sanction of the executive committee, and 
was apparently very unacceptable to 
League members present. No further ac- 
tion was requested of the committee. 

The question of the preparation of a 
new edition of the League Handbook was 
by motion referred to the executive com- 
mittee. 

Miss Peterson of North Dakota spoke 
briefly of the legislative investigation of 
the shelves of the North Dakota commis- 
sion. A judicious selection of sentences 
from certain books were read aloud in the 
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legislative halls and so horrified the So- 
lons that the commission came near being 
abolished entirely. Miss Peterson felt 
that the bureau of administration of her 
state would appreciate a statement from 
the League that the province of a library 
was to present all sides of a matter. 
Those present at the meeting, however, 
felt this to be such a truism that a formal 
resolution on the subject would be inef- 
fective. Questions from the floor as to 
the books in question showed that a num- 
ber of them were on the shelves of other 
commissions as well, and had been there 
and somewhat neglected for a number of 
years. Miss Peterson made the point 
that the books in question were not be- 
ing sent out except on request, and that 
some of them were purely reference works 
for the legislative reference department 
which was in charge of the commission. 
The nominating committee, Mrs. Earl, 
Miss Wales, and Mr. Watson next report- 
ed. The report was adopted and the fol- 
lowing officers were declared elected: 



President, Julia A. Robinson, Iowa Li- 
brary Commission (to fill unexpired term 
of John A. Lowe, which expires January, 
1921). 

First vice-president for one year, Char- 
lotte Templeton, Georgia Library Com- 
mission. 

Second vice-president for one year, Mrs. 
J. A. Thompson, Oklahoma Library Com- 
mission. 

Secretary, for two years, Anna May 
Price, Illinois Library Extension Commis- 
sion. 

Members at large: Grace E. Kingsland, 
New Hampshire Public Library Commis- 
sion (term expires January, 1923, succeed- 
ing Mary Palmer, who filled unexpired 
term of Mrs. Minnie Leatherman Blan- 
ton). 

Members at large, terms holding over: 
M. S. Dudgeon, Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission (term expires January, 1921). 
Elizabeth B. Wales, Missouri Public Li- 
brary Commission (term expires January, 
1922). 

The meeting formally adjourned, though 
many persons remained to discuss inform- 
ally the question of county extension and 
the laws under which the work can best 
be conducted. 



ATTENDANCE REGISTER 



Below is a check list, giving name and locality only, of those who attended the Chi- 
cago Conference, so far as the A. L. A. registration records show. It is probable a num- 
ber of others were present who did not register at A. L. A. headquarters. 

Those marked with a star (*) are not members of the A. L. A. 

The total num'ber here reported is 328. 



Ahern, Mary Eileen, Chicago. 

Allen, Amy, Lexington^ Ky. 

Andrews, C. W., Chicago. 

Arnold, Gladys, Chicago. 

Austin, Willard, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Ayers, Louise, Chicago. 

Bagley, Helen A., Oak Park. 111. 

Baker, Mary E., Pittsburgh, >a. 

Baldwin. Clara P., St. Paul, Minn. 

Baldwin, Rachel, Highland Park, 111. 

Ball, Rose, Albion, Mich. 

Barnes, Elizabeth, Chicago. 

Barr, Charles J., New Haven, Conn. 

Bates, Flora J., Chicago. 
•Bay, J. C, Chicago. 

Belden, Charles F. D., Boston, Mass. 

Bishop, W. W., Ann Arbor. Mich. 
•Blake, Eleanor, Evanstc-n, 111. 
•Blazere, George J., Marietta, O. 

Bogle, Sarah C. N., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Bond, Ethel, Urbana, 111. 

Booth, Mary J., Charleston, 111. 

Borden, Fanny, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Borressen, Lilly M. E., La Crosse, Wis. 

Bostwick, Arthur E., St. Louis, Mo. 
•Bostwick, Mrs. Arthur E., St. Louis, Mo. 

Bowerman, George F., Washington, D. C. 

Bowker, R. R., New York City. 

Bowker, Mrs. R. R., New York City. 

Boyd, Anne M., Urbana, 111. 



Brace, Maria C, Waterloo, la. 

Brigham, Johnson, Des Moines, la. 
•Bright, Winifred, Evanston, 111. 

Broomell, Ellyn C, Camp Grant, 111. 

Brown, D. C, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Brown, Gertrude L., Evanston, 111. 

Brown, Walter L., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Browning, Earl W., Jackson, Mich. 

Burd, Mrs. Priscilla P., New York City. 

Burton, Ernest D., Chicago. 

Butler, Pierce, Chicago. 

Califano, Augustave E., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Carey, Miriam E., St. Paul, Minn. 
•Cella, Eva C, Chicago. 

Chapin, Artena M., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Chidester, Maud, Evanston, 111. 

Clark, Isabelle, Grinnell, la. 

Clausen, Malvina C, Oshkosh. Wis. 

Cole, G. W., New York City. 

Comings, Marian E., Chicago. 

Compton, C. H., New York City. 

Coolidge, J. Randolph, Boston, Mass. 

Corse, Nancy M., Evanston, 111. 

Cox, Fannie, Janesville, Wis. 

Crumley, Susie Lee, Atlanta, Ga. 

Curtis, Florence R., Urbana, 111. 

Dana, J. C, Newark, N. J. 

Daniels, J. F., Riverside, Calif. 

Davis, Winifred L., Madison, Wis. 

Dawson, Loleta I., Cleveland, O. 



